LTTA in Germany, April 2022
Introduction 

Whatever happens on our planet nowadays: climate change, pollution, violence and indifference has its origin in the fact that humans seem to have lost their ability to reach out for their natural capacity to sense and be aware of their vivid and cross-linked interbeing with the inner and outer nature. It is highest time to re-connect, get in contact again, firstly to really sense what is actually going on and secondly to be able to use the great creative potential of our natural intuition which will come up again during that reconnection process. To be in contact means to build up a relationship. And relationships are the place we feel home and care for.
Understanding life in its interconnectivity appreciating, valuing and maintaining all living needs future childcare practitioners who are connected to themselves, their clients and the elements and who are able to make that connection accessable to others as well. It is about learning with all senses and making first hand experiences because only what we know and value, to what we feel a connection to, will be preserved. That is why our optional specialisation course European Wilderness mentor was established. Jon Young´s Coyote Guide as well as schools of thinking like deep ecology and ecosophy (David Abram, Joana Macy, Arne Naess), ideas originating from nature related awareness practitioners (Fischer-Rizzi) serve as a conceptual foundation for the course.
LTTA Sum Up

During the LTTA in Germany participants are introduced to various ways of getting connected to nature that are practiced in our course European Wilderness Mentor. As a starter you will be introduced to fundamental core routines of nature connection mainly to raise your awareness. We need to apply those in the following days when getting connected to a place of wilderness of our own choice. Sitting there, mapping that place and tracking wildlife in all its facets will be the first steps of approaching our spots. We need to consult field guides (will be available in English and German but feel free to bring your own ones) and sometimes it will be necessary to put ourselves into the shoes of wild animals to understand their behaviour and interrelations much better. Returning to the place on a regular basis for further observations will deepen our understanding of the web of life at our spots. Ideally we will experience moments of awe and reverence or even moments of the quiet mind that we can share later on. Since reflection and sharing of experiences are essential in nature connective practice the days will be structured by integrating rituals we are otherwise applying in course days (common check in, story of the day). There will be a mix of both group learning stages and individual learning stages. Input stages on specific aspects of bird language for example complemented by daily tasks and exercises will refine our observation skills. Together we all might think of how to implement those practices into successful nature experiential learning for children and young people.     
Schedule LTTA Germany
24.04.22 Sunday: Arrival
arrival until 5pm
moving into camp behind college on Hermannswerder island (tipi, tents, tarps, gym). Cooking dinner on open fire. First getting to know. Expectations. 

25.04. Monday: Getting to know each other, our place, our concept
26.04. Tuesday: Travelling to Schlaubemühle 
Leaving college after breakfast, public transport to Bremsdrofer Mühle, about 10 km walk to Schlaubemühle

Moving in, cooking, checking out surroundings, campfire

27.04. Wednesday: Swinging in to the rhythm of our course days, exploring the place, finding a sitspot, … 
Including some time to prepare storytelling evening where each nation is expected to contribute (singing, dancing, performing, …)

28.04. Thursday: implementing core routines as well as extended core routines of nature connection  
Tracking Early bird guided tour – voluntary
(two groups that swap after half a day) 

1 Tracking wildlife

2 deepening foundations 

Event: Storytelling evening (bring props if necessary)
29.04. Friday: implementing core routines as well as extended core routines of nature connection   
Morning meditation/Yoga - voluntary 

(two groups that swap after half a day) 

1 Bird language

2 more nature connective practices
Everyone walking to BBQ cabin about 12 km, spending the night there, night sitting to spot wildlife, bat detector, thermal imaging, …

30.04. Saturday
Getting back to Schlaubemühle

Settling in, applying acquired practices independently 
Energizer 😉.

Both groups: following songlines + reflecting 

Nature connective course games 

01.05. Sunday: bank holiday, following our own passions 
Sleeping longer 😊
Check in plus Sitspot obligatory for everyone
Marketplace or day off

02.05. Monday: summing up, debriefing, goodbye to the place
03.05. Tuesday: leaving Schlaubemühle
Applying core routines for a last time
Closing ritual

tidying up, public transport to Potsdam

Hermannswerder, reerecting camp for a night, celebrating last evening 

04.05. Wednesday: departure
dragonboatrace as a whole team

departing from Hermannswerder about noontime

The LTTA will take place at Schlaubetal nature park Schlaubetal Nature Park - Naturpark Schlaubetal (schlaubetal-naturpark.de) about two hours east of Potsdam. With its numerous lakes, little creeks, forests and bogs hosting an abundance of wildlife it is said to be the most beautiful river valley in Eastern Brandenburg. Schlaubemühle BUND Naturschutzzentrum Schlaubemühle (bund-brandenburg.de) owned by BUND (Association for Environmental and Nature Protection Germany) is going to be our base for LTTA activities. Here we will have the peace and quiet to reawaken our senses and to track wildlife in all its forms. 
During the LTTA participants are invited to keep a personal Nature Connection Learning Journal. It will serve as a means of reflecting own learning in nature connection during and back home after the LTTA. Since this LTTA is a blended mobility participants should be ready to have preparatory online sessions before coming to Germany as well as follow up sessions after the mobility stage of the LTTA. 
